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Brian Verity R.I.P.

Our great friend Brian Verity passed away in July and several
members of Canterbury Players attended his funeral at St Mary’s
Church,  Davyhulme.  I  am  sure  many  of  you  will  have  fond
memories of Brian and he will be sadly missed. As chairman of
Canterbury Players, I would like to share some of my memories
about a man for whom I had the utmost respect. 

Brian simply was Canterbury Players. I joined our society in 1974
and I learnt very quickly that you didn't mess with Brian or his
sets and if you came to help, you worked! However, he never
ever forgot to thank you for your help. He didn't often pick up the
tools as I remember, he left that to Gordon and the team but he
had a great eye for a good design and it was always a pleasure
to perform on one of Brian's sets.

I  also served with Brian on Canterbury Players Committee for
many years. I remember one time when he wanted to become
the  Chairman,  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  he  could  be
nominated but he would have to stand down as Stage Manager,
as  members  weren't  allowed  to  hold  two  posts  on  the
committee . . . . not a chance. Once a Stage Manager, always a
Stage Manager!

“The Willow And I” 1967

I first met Brian in 1970 when I was in Hello Dolly with Urmston
Amateur Operatic Society. In those days shows were performed
at  The  Curzon  and  everything  had  to  be  constructed  on  the
Saturday  night,  before  dress  rehearsal  on  the  Sunday.  I  can
remember it was called 'Butty Sunday,' as you were there all day
and took your ‘butties’ along.

I had been to a party on the Saturday night and I walked past the
Curzon on my way home at about midnight. Seeing all the lights
on, I went in, only to be greeted by - you've guessed it - Brian.
He said,  “We've got a cat  walk to construct  and the front  two
rows of seats have to come out -  here's a spanner - get on with

it!  Oh and by the way,  they  haven't  been removed since  the
place was built!” At 8.00am I left that building with …. “Don't be
late. We start rehearsals in a few hours.”

I think I'm right in saying Brian joined Canterbury Players in the
early sixties and he was our Stage Manager for over 30 years,
possibly nearer to 37 years and was responsible for close on a
hundred sets!

On behalf of Canterbury Players . . . . thanks Brian, thanks for
everything you did from the hundreds of people who have had
the pleasure of performing on your sets and the thousands who
have enjoyed looking at them.

I'll finish with the words I'll always remember coming from Brian,
“Act One Beginners!”

Jonathan Coupe

Next Production

Pete and George are old friends. In fact, such good old friends 
that George has been Pete's best man at both of his weddings. 
Pete, now happily married to Sarah, is appalled when George 
arrives with some news which leads to a series of hilarious 
situations as they try to find a way out of a desperate plight. 

This  is  the  fifth  play  by  Derek  Benfield  that  play  we  have
presented – always funny and always well-written. 

Cast In Order Of Appearance

Sarah Jennifer Coupe
Pete Damian McHugh

Margo Mags Johnston
George Colin Ludden
Jessica Vikki Forshaw

Alan Rex Mears

Tickets on sale now.

http://www.davyhulme.net/canterburyplayers
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Membership Subscriptions
Member subscriptions of £10 were due at the start of the season 
which was 1st July 2014. If you haven't already paid, please send
me a cheque (made payable to Canterbury Players) asap. Thank
you.

David Holstein
Hon. Treasurer

Recommended Read
In  addition  to  my  keen  interest  in  amateur  dramatics,  I  have
always been an avid reader with a great love for books, book
shops and libraries. The smell of a new book can send me quite
giddy! Up to now, I have not  joined the 21st Century and have
yet to take the leap of faith and purchase a Kindle. I get great
pleasure from the touch and feel of a book and that is perhaps
the reason why our spare bedroom resembles a small division of
Waterstones!

The recommended read I wish
to  share  with  you  in  this
newsletter,  is  a  novel  called
Wake by Anna Hope. I had the
opportunity  to  meet  Anna  at
Urmston Book Shop on Flixton
Road.  Anna  is  originally  from
Manchester  and  this  is  her
debut  novel.  Anna  explained
why  she  had  chosen  her
particular subject matter in this,
the centenary year, of the First
World  War,  and  also  read  an
excerpt from her book to us.

The  story  covers  five  days  in
November 1920. The people of
London await the arrival of the
Unknown Soldier from France.
Three women are dealing with

loss in their own way: Hettie, who dances for sixpence a waltz at
the Hammersmith Palais; Evelyn, who toils at a lowly job in the
Pensions Office; and Ada, a housewife who is beset by visions of
her dead son. One day a young man comes to Ada’s door. He
carries with him a wartime mystery that will bind these women
together, and will both mend and tear their hearts.

I could not put the book down and resented having to go to work!
The moving story and the emotions I felt through the power of
the written word, stayed with me long after I had read the last
page and closed the book. 

My  maternal  great  grandfather  was  a  stretcher  bearer  in  the
fields of France in the First World War and my paternal  great
grandfather died on the Somme. I somehow, felt in reading this
book, I was reading their story.

Wake – an extremely wonderful and memorable read.

Diane Cornes 
Minutes Secretary

September 14th 2014

Annual General Meeting
At the AGM held on Thursday 31st July, Eileen Donohue was the 
lucky winner of the £30 cash prize in the members' draw. The 
new committee was appointed and for the 2014-2015 season is:

Chairman : Jonathan Coupe

Vice Chairman : Laura Fetherston

Treasurer : David Holstein

Secretary : Judy Coates

Stage Manager : April Johnson

Membership Secretary : Heather Holstein

Minutes Secretary : Diane Cornes

Gareth Bevan

Tor Coupe

Christine Perry

Play Readings
From  time  to  time  we  have  Play  Reading  evenings  (or
afternoons) which are attended by a small number of members
who share food and read a chosen play together. If you would
like to be involved or hold one of these events at your home,
please contact a committee member.

Just a reminder that members may borrow and read scripts from
our  extensive  library.  If  you  find  one  that  you  think  may  be
suitable for the society to present, either as a formal production,
or as an informal group read, please contact a member of the
committee.  There is a detailed catalogue of the library on our
website.

Ticket Exchange Scheme

There  are  more  free  tickets  available  for  some local  theatres
through the local ticket exchange. We are hoping for some more
tickets to become available soon, we will keep you posted! The
following tickets are currently available:

17th November “Something To Hide” by Leslie Sands
Altrincham Little Theatre (Club Theatre)

26th November “Bedside Manners” by Derek Benfield
Dunham Thespians

4th December “Aladdin”
Barton Players

Please contact Laura, preferably by email
Fairyprincessloz83@hotmail.com 

http://www.davyhulme.net/canterburyplayers
mailto:Fairyprincessloz83@hotmail.com
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From the 

Urmston's Canterbury Players celebrate 65 years

By Julia Taylor

WHEN  Canterbury  Players  present  Derek  Benfield’s  comedy
First Things First at Davyhulme Wesley Methodist Church from
November 12-15, it will be their 65th season. 

Gordon  Wells,  who  has  helped
with  stage  management  for  57
years  will  step  down.  Now  the
society’s  president,  Gordon,  75,
is  well  versed  in  its  history.  In
1949,  the  P.T.A.  at  Canterbury
Road  Primary  School,
encouraged  by  the  headmaster,
Edgar Shaw, presented Ladies in
Retirement  by  Edward  Percy.  It
went  down  a  storm  and  the
Canterbury Players was born. 

They  stayed  there  until  2005
before moving to the Flixton church. In 1953, Coronation year,
people paid 2s 6d to see their two one act plays, among others,
in the Urmston District Council Festival of Music and Drama held
at  the  Good  Companions  Hall.  The  local  paper  wrote:  “The
Canterbury  Players  cavorted  about  the  stage  from  one
improbable situation to the next.” 

Since  then  they  have  had  improbable  situations  themselves.
Gordon said: “Once, a settee on which the actors were sitting,
collapsed. "They carried on regardless and during the interval,
we bagged someone’s settee and used it for the second half. 

“On another occasion, when flash powder was ignited for a mock
fire,  it  melted  a  thespian’s  tights!”  Gordon  believes  the  most
successful  production  was  The  Militants,  a  play  about
Suffragettes, staged in the mid 1970s. The seven day production
was a sell-out. 

Another was Hobson’s Choice in the late 1980s. Gordon avoided
damaging the school stage by extending the stage and putting
the trap door there. 

When he joined in 1956, Gordon helped to build a set for Beside
the Seaside. Its success prevented the players from closing due
to dire financial problems. He said: “We have some new younger
members  who  will,  hopefully,  keep  us  going  for  another  65
years.”

. . . and Gordon and Elaine celebrate 50 years!

GORDON and Elaine  Wells,  both  75,  celebrated  their  golden
wedding on Saturday, September 6, with a lunch party at Flixton
Golf Club. Both the bridesmaids and the Best Man were at the
party. Elaine’s sister, Barbara, travelled over from Spain to be
there. 

They  themselves  met  at  Barbara’s  wedding  in  Sheffield  to
Gordon’s  cousin Trevor.   Gordon said:  “All  my relatives come
from Yorkshire. I am the only Lancashire lad.” 

The  couple  married  at  Brightholmlee  Methodist  Church,
Sheffield, on September 5, 1964 and moved to Davyhulme. 

Gordon,  the  current  President  and  long  time  member  of  the
Canterbury  Players  said:  “Before  we  were  married,  I  asked
Elaine to see a play and we announced our engagement after
another play in 1963.” In 1976, Elaine became responsible for
the Players’ props, a job she did for 27 years. 

When they first met, Elaine worked in a hospital in Sheffield but,
when they moved here after their marriage, she worked in the
pharmacy at Trafford General Hospital until retiring at 60.  Until
he was 50, Gordon was a radio and TV engineer at Shannon’s
Radio Ltd in Urmston. When it  closed he set up a successful
painting and decorating business which he ran until he retired at
the age of 65. 

The couple’s first home was in Exeter Road, Davyhulme. They
moved to their bungalow in Winchester Road, in 1992 and have
enjoyed renovating it. Elaine said the key to a happy marriage
was “ having a sense of humour” Gordon said it was “working
together.” 
 

FAWLTY PLAYERS!
This  year's  contribution  to  Flixton  Folk  Festival  was  very well
received and we had no shortage of support from members of
the committee and the society old and new.

There is no stage play script for Fawlty
Towers so we had to read all  twelve
TV scripts to find the two episodes that
most suited our unusual venue, it was
a delightful experience to re-visit those
amazing episodes.

We were  blessed  to  fill  all  the  main
characters on audition day, rehearsals
commenced (the weather was perfect
so most of our rehearsals took place in
the  garden!)  and  the  play  started  to
take  pace.  We  had  a  thoroughly
excessive time meeting up each week
and having a good laugh. 

Production week was a sell-out and we superbly played to an
audience of 100 at Urmston Sports Club each night. Once again
the themed supper was delicious;  we were treated to Chicken
Manuel and Potatoes Torbay!

http://www.davyhulme.net/canterburyplayers
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The  cast  were  amazing;  they
immersed  themselves  into  their
roles  with  the  help  of  wonderful
costumes and wigs. They made it
so  much  fun  and  they  worked
together  like  professionals,  they
were such a tight team and it was
fascinating  to  watch  their
progress.

Many  thanks  to  everyone
involved,  it  was  another  very

successful  Canterbury  Players  event,  brought  together  by  the
talent we have in the society, not just cast but also the talented
team who work tirelessly ‘behind the scenes’.

We’ve just celebrated our Fawlty Towers Reunion! Members of
the  Fawlty  Towers  cast  and  crew read another  two episodes
which were equally hilarious and enjoyed some fabulous food
together.  A  great  way  to  catch  up  with  friends  after  a  long
summer!

April Johnson

This newsletter is compiled by David Holstein and approved by the committee prior
to publication, which is usually every few months or as required. It is distributed to
the entire membership by email  or post as necessary.  If  you have an article or
snippet of news which you would like to be considered for inclusion in a future
newsletter,  please  send  it  to  me,  preferably  by  email.  There's  an  archive  of
newsletters on our website: www.canterburyplayers.co.uk

email: david@davyhulme.net    phone: 0161 747 9948

http://www.davyhulme.net/canterburyplayers
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