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A Word From The Chairman
Dear Friends,
Firstly, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a belated
Happy New Year, and what a year 2012 turned out to be for
Canterbury Players. It started so well I was thrilled to pick
up my NODA award on behalf of Canterbury Players and
then the year finished on a very sad note with the departing
of our much loved friend Jane Wallwork. I spoke with Martin
Wallwork at Jane's funeral and on behalf of Canterbury
Players passed on our condolences.
Towards the end of 2012, Roger Finn our Chairman
resigned and left Canterbury Players. Roger gave his 'Life &
Soul' to Canterbury Players; his acting, directing and
leadership will be missed.
As everyone knows by now, we had to postpone our
November production and I apologise to each and everyone
of you. It was a very difficult decision but the Committee felt
it was the correct decision. On a happier note, as they say,
the show must go on and 'Look Who's Talking' will be
performed next month and to everyone involved 'Break a
Leg!'
Continuing on a happy theme congratulations must go to
David Holstein. For those of you who don't know, David
designs and produces our show programme and our
programme for 'The Reunion' won NODA NW District 1 Best
Programme. David will now represent Canterbury Players at
the NODA North West Awards Night & Gala Dinner in
Blackpool, so watch this space for ticket details.
Congratulations also go to Laura for being nominated in the
category 'Best Director' for her work with 'The Reunion' and
I was pleased to be nominated again for 'Best Supporting
Actor in a Drama'.
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serious fall at her home. She was 87 and had been in
failing health for a while so her death was not a
complete shock, however she remained full of
independence and spirit right to the end and remained
in her own home until the last fortnight.
She died peacefully in her sleep.
For many years my dad, Roy was a regular performer
for the Canterbury Players and eventually my mum
gave in and followed him on the stage. I am sure there
will be a number of people who can recall her playing a
series of cameo parts in thrillers and comedies, usually
dotty or eccentric old ladies!
Following my dad's death in 2003 she took the big step
of moving from Flixton to be nearer to me and my
partner, Pauline in Sunderland. She enjoyed a number
of happy years up here and remained active, although
she was forced to admit her hearing problems had put
paid to her brief acting 'career'.
Martin Wallwork

Our Next Production

13th to 16th March 2013

by Derek Benfield
directed by Laura Fetherston & Tor Coupe

Finally, in the summer, our President Gordon Wells and his
wife Elaine were invited to Her Majesty The Queen's
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace for Gordon's service to
Amateur Theatre...very well deserved.

When two unexpected guests,
Jane and Brian, drop in on Sheila
and Andrew, a devoted middle-age
couple, what ensues is a complicated and hilarious series of misunderstandings and mistaken
identities as Sheila and Andrew
begin to weave an elaborate web
of lies and half-truths to hide their
own possible infidelities.

So in a year that had its 'Ups & Downs' it's now onwards
and upwards. Have a great 2013. I look forward to seeing
you all soon, take care.
Regards,
Jonathan R. Coupe - Acting Chairman

Jane Wallwork RIP
The following is from an email that we received from Martin
Wallwork.
My name is Martin Wallwork and I am on your mailing
list for newsletters concerning the Canterbury Players,
where my father and mother were for many years
active members.
I would appreciate it greatly if you were able to inform
those who knew her that sadly, my mum, Jane
Wallwork died on the night of Boxing Day. She had
been admitted to hospital two weeks previously after a

Posters
Posters will be printed in the
next 10 days, so please let me
have your requirements ASAP.
The usual sizes will be
available.
Front Of House
If you can help with front of
house duties for one or more
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nights during play week, please contact any committee
member.

Stage Crew
After decades of service
to the society, Gordon
Wells and Terry Walker
have decided that our
March production will be
the last one in which
they will take an active
role in set construction.
Naturally, the society
would like to thank them
both for their dedicated
and skilful efforts over
the years and of course
they'll still be around to
offer advice and
encouragement where needed to those who take on this
vital part of our activities.
So, in order that the society can continue to present quality
productions on fantastic sets, it's imperative that we find
“replacements”. We're happy to welcome newcomers of all
ages and backgrounds; retired, students etc. In fact, this is
a great opportunity for young electricians, builders, joiners
decorators etc to gain some valuable “work experience” for
their C.V.
If you know of anyone who may be interested in this role,
please contact any committee member.

Irlam Male Voice Choir
I have been asked by members of the church at Brook
Road to bring to your attention the forthcoming musical
evening with the Irlam Male Voice Choir. It is on Saturday
9th February at the church, and starts at 7.30. Tickets are
£6 and can be purchased at the door.
I went to their concert last year and it was really really good.

Everyone welcome, i.e. CP members, UCC, Brook Road
Church, family, friends, etc.
Tickets are £7.50 and must be paid for in advance so that
we can calculate food and seating requirements. The food
will have a French theme and vin rouge, cognac, pastis, etc
can be purchased at the bar (as well as other drinks!).
There will also be a raffle. French dress is optional and
there will be a prize for the best dressed 'French person'.
Auditions for the 5 female and
10 male parts will be held at
8.00pm on Wednesday 13th
February at my house; 30
Entwisle Ave, Davyhulme.
There's been a lot of interest on
this so far, so
please let me know if
you would like to come.
Rehearsals will not commence until after the March play.
There will be about 4 read throughs at my house and then 2
read throughs at the cricket club.

Cast List
Rene Artois - French cafe owner.
Edith Artois - Renes wife, French.
Flying officer Fairfax - very British!!
Flying officer Adamson - very British!!
Yvette - Sexy French waitress.
Michelle - lady of the French Resistance.
Mimi La Bonque - Small sexy French
waitress.
Colonel Von Strohm - German
Helga - German
Alberto Bertorelli - Italian Captain
Herr Flick - Gestapo man
Crabtree - English man posing as a French
Gendarme. Very bad French accent.
Leclerc - Forger
Gruber - Lieutenant (camp!)
Von Schmelling - Gestapo General
We will also need a Narrator / music person,
helpers for the buffet and raffle.

I shall certainly be there!!
All the best
Terry Walker

Social Event
“Listen very carefully,
I shall say zis only once.”

'Allo 'Allo
by Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft .
On Saturday 11th May 2013 and possibly also on Friday
10th if there's sufficient demand, we're holding one of
popular play reading events. 'Allo 'Allo is one of the funniest
and well-known plays ever, plus a French themed supper.

Please contact me ASAP if you'd like to be involved in any
way. Tickets will be on sale soon from Judy 0161 748 8403.
April Johnson
phone or text: 07711 709946
email: april@davyhulme.net

Friends Of Davyhulme Park
We received this email from the secretary of The Friends
Of Davyhulme Park. If you're interested in taking part,
please contact April Johnson, who is coordinating our
participation: 07711 709946.
The Friends of Davyhulme Park are holding a St
George's Fun Day on Sunday 28th April 12-3pm and
are wondering if you would like to take part.
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Last year was our first event and we had children's
crafts, a dog show, sports activities, Royal Navy, GM
Fire Service, local clubs etc. We are hoping, subject to
continued funding, to build on this year on year.
We have an idea that we were wondering if you would
be able to be involved in. We would like to have people
'strolling' around the event dressed as people from
English culture. This could be anyone from Winston
Churchill to Mr Bean! We would then run a competition
where children would have find these characters and
correctly guess who they are and receive a small prize.
We have managed to secure £100 towards costumes
and would be able to donate this sum to Canterbury
Players for you to use as appropriate and would also
provide refreshments for your volunteers.
Hope this is something your members would like to be
involved in.
Rachel Burton
Secretary
www.friendsofdavyhulmepark.org

Our President had a great time!
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Gordon and Elaine decided to plan ahead and booked a few
days in London to take in the sights. Of course Elaine
needed a new outfit for the special day! Having spent weeks
looking, even as far a field as Chester, she couldn’t find
anything suitable. However, on a trip to have the car
serviced, they spent the day in Stockport and Elaine
eventually found a beautiful aqua dress and jacket, which
were perfect for the occasion. Gordon said it was the most
expensive service the car had ever had!
The special day arrived and a taxi took them to Buckingham
Palace; it was a beautiful, sunny day and they were among
8,000 guests to attend. They were shown into the Palace
through the main entrance, the inner courtyard and
eventually out into the gardens, where iced lemonade was
being served. They were able to wander around the
magnificent gardens and walk down to the lake, whilst two
bands entertained everyone.
The Queen arrived, looking lovely in an apricot dress and
coat and was introduced to some of the guests, before
taking afternoon tea herself. Gordon and Elaine were
impressed with the calm efficiency of the event and
thoroughly enjoyed the perfectly cut sandwiches, delicate
cakes and strawberries!
They both felt, “It was a wonderful day and one we will
never forget!”
April Johnson

Noda ‘NW District 1’ Gala Dinner
“. . . and the winner is . . . Canterbury Players!”
It was wonderful to hear our society’s name being called out
at the Noda Gala Dinner, which was held at the Place
Hotel in Manchester, on Saturday 26th January.

It was a normal morning in the Wells household; Gordon
was enjoying a cup of tea and opening his post. Amongst all
the Christmas cards, he noticed a very fancy looking
envelope and opened it. Inside, there was an official letter
from the Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester. It
explained that Gordon and his wife Elaine were to be invited
to the Queen’s Garden Party on 22nd May 2012 and that the
official invitation would arrive a few weeks before the party.
At first Gordon thought it was all a practical joke and it took
a while to sink in; once it had, he felt honoured to receive
this special invitation. It was being given to him for over fiftysix years of dedicated service to amateur theatre. Gordon
has supported a number of local groups and societies and
Canterbury Players have been honoured to have him as a
member for all these years. In 2011, the Society was
pleased to make Gordon their President.

David Holstein’s programme for
‘The Reunion’, our March
production last year, ticked all the
boxes and won David and the
society an attractive, newly
designed award. We had four
nominations put forward, all
connected with ‘The Reunion’, but
the competition was extremely
strong and although Jonathan and
Laura were not among the winners,
we are proud they were nominated.
Kevin Proctor, our new NW District 1 representative,
organised the event, the first of its kind for our area.
Everyone really seemed to enjoy the evening and felt that
Kevin had done an excellent job! He had chosen the new
Place Apartment Hotel as the venue for this special
occasion and the modern décor, beautiful flowers and red
theme were the background to a truly sparkling event columns of lights, sensational balloon features and the
ladies resplendent in their ‘posh frocks’! Our men looked
good too!
Societies mingled and after an enjoyable meal, the awards
ceremony began. There was plenty of anticipation,
cheering, lots of smiles and photographs and a good time
was generally had by all!
Judy Coates
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Diary Dates
Saturday 9th February 2013
Irlam Male Voice Choir
Brook Road Methodist Church
14th to 16th February 2013
“A Battle Of Wills” by Martin Ladbrook
Bridgewater Players (Thelwall Parish Hall)
19th to 23rd February 2013
“Aladdin”
Urmston Musical Theatre
13th to 16th March 2013
“Look Who's Talking” by Derek Benfield
Canterbury Players
17th to 23rd March 2013
Altrincham Little Theatre,
“Humble Boy” by Charlotte Jones
18th to 23rd March 2013
“After The Dance” by Terence Rattigan
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse
11th to 13th April 2013
“Funny Money” by Ray Cooney
HATS
Wednesday 17th April 2013
Urmston Choral Society
at St. Monica's Church, Flixton
Saturday 20th April 2013
Urmston Choral Society
at St Werburgh's Church, Cholrton
Sunday 28th April 2013, 12-3pm
The Friends of Davyhulme Park St George's Fun Day
Davyhulme Park
Saturday 11th May 2013
'Allo 'Allo Evening
Canterbury Players (and others)
Urmston Cricket Club
For more events in the North West visit - amdram.co.uk

This newsletter is compiled by David Holstein and approved by the
committee prior to publication, which is usually every few months or as
required. It is distributed to the entire membership by email or post as
necessary. If you have an article or snippet of news which you would like to
be considered for inclusion in a future newsletter, please send it to me,
preferably by email. There's an archive of recent newsletters on our website:
www.canterburyplayers.co.uk
email: david@davyhulme.net

phone: 0161 747 9948

